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Spring 2025 edition 

Any queries or comments, please contact the Editor (Clerk): 
Mike Inder,  

4 Lime Close, Marham,  
King’s Lynn, PE33 9HN 

Tel: 01553 392017 
Email: clerk@wiggenhallstgermans-pc.gov.uk 
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WIGGENHALL ST GERMANS 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS  
                              
Meetings are in the Memorial Hall, starting at 7.30pm. There is a session to hear from the 
public near the start of the meeting, you can leave after you have had your say if you wish. The 
Agenda is published on the website and notice board at Surrey Street and in Saddlebow. 

 
10 Mar 2025    Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 
12 May 2025  Annual Parish Meeting 7pm & PC Meeting  follows. 
14 Jul 2025  Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 
 22 Sep 2025   Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 
24 Nov 2025  Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 

From the Editor/Clerk 
 
Not much to say about the last few months, wet, windy and cold, roll on Spring!  
On the Parish Council front I am please to say we have filled all the Cllr seats again 
after 3 years, and things are going well with a few projects underway but I won’t  steal 
the Chairman’s chips for his report. 
 
I would like to update you on the Play Park Project, we are nearing ever closer thanks 
to the work by the Steering Group, Gemma, Chloe, Claire, Emma, David and yours 
truly, Some fantastic fundraising events well supported (still need a bit more!) and 
the preferred supplier has been selected and the front cover gives an impression of 
how it will look when built. The Grant application is almost ready to submit to the 
FCC (Parent company of the recycling site at Blackborough End) we just need them 
to say yes to the £100k needed and we could see it installed in the summer… fingers 
crossed please everyone! 
 
If there is anyone out there who would be willing to deliver some of the Newsletters 
for their street or area that would be much appreciated. 
 
 

Yours  Mike Inder  Closing Date for next Newsletter:  1 Sep 2025 
 

Streetlight Reporting 
 

If you see a faulty street light please report it 
to the Clerk: 
 

clerk@wiggenhallstgermans-pc.gov.uk 

or  by phone to 01553 392017 and leave a 
message if out of hours. Please include the 
location ie street name and property number or 
name it is near to, lamppost number if possible 
or a landmark.  
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Parish Council Chairman’s Report 
Hello everyone 
I’m delighted to report that the New Year has started really well, as of our January meeting we now have a full 
complement of Parish Councillors.  Councillor Julie Massen was co-opted onto the Council during our 
November meeting and Councillor Ben Taylor-Wright was co-opted during our January meeting.  On a more 
sombre note, Margaret Bunkall, a well-known and respected Councillor who served on the Parish Council for 
a considerable number of years, passed away during January.  Our thoughts and sympathy go out to 
Margaret’s family and friends. 
 

Progress reports 
Our hope is that 2025 will see a number of projects completed during this year, below is a list of the current 
activities. 
 

Highways, Road Safety and Public Rights of Way 
You will have noticed that the SAM2 speed monitoring unit was absent during part of last year.  The unit has 
now been repaired and is back collecting data from various locations within the villages.  Councillor Paul 
Bridges has volunteered to take on the task of moving the system around and downloading the data collected.  
The latest summary of the data can be found on the Parish Council’s website under the tab “Speed 
Awareness” 
The application for the “White Gates” to be installed on Eau Brink Road and Lynn Road has been submitted 
and accepted, we await a response as to the outcome.  If the application is approved, then we would expect 
work to start on the project during April. 
The Parish Council are aware of the overgrown nature of the trod between Wiggenhall St. Germans and 
Wiggenhall St. Mary. We are working with the stakeholders involved to establish a sustainable solution to 
keep the trod clear for pedestrians at all times, in the meantime the Council has agreed to, if necessary, 
employ a contractor to resolve the issue. 
 

Play Park Project 
The Play Park Steering Group have done some sterling work, a proposal of the different types of equipment 
has been assessed and a final selection of the individual items made.  Quotations have been finalised and a 
preferred supplier identified allowing us to submit an application for the funding for the project.   Thanks go to 
the Memorial Hall Committee for their support and assistance in overcoming an issue with a lease, and 
thanks also to the Crown and Anchor and Save Our Pub group for donations and support.  If all goes to plan, 
we would expect to start work on this project during the summer. 
 

Environment and Biodiversity 
Councillors has been busy preparing a small trial area for the Wild Flower Project on the entrance to 
Edinburgh Place.  The ground was made ready and the sample of seed supplied sown in accordance with the 
suppliers instructions.  Unfortunately, a few days after the sowing, the water main in the area sprang a leak 
and flooded the trial plot.  It is hoped this is only a minor setback and that the seeds have not been washed 
away, only time will tell. 
The Wiggenhall Woodland Creation Scheme would appear to have stalled due to a difficulty with the funding 
of the project however Norfolk County Council are hopeful the project will start sometime during the end of 
this year which is the ideal time for planting saplings.  The Parish Council continue to support and offer local 
knowledge to the team which has resulted in a number of minor changes to the scheme. 
Moles would appear to be a considerable problem this year and the Council have engaged the services of a 
professional mole control expert to help resolve the issue both at the Memorial Hall Playing Field and the 
Leonard Towler Football Field, this would appear to be an ongoing problem and the situation will be 
monitored as to how to proceed for the coming months. 
 

Change of meeting dates 
Due to clashes with various holidays and availabilities the Council have changed the meeting dates for 
March, May and July. 
Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting is held to allow Parishioners to suggest  projects and items, within the Parish 
Council’s remit, which would benefit the community and should be focused on.  
 

Dave Rust 
Chair Wiggenhall St. Germans Parish Council 
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Watlington Medical Centre Patient Participation Group (PPG) 
 

The next meeting of the PPG Committee has been arranged for Tuesday 11th March, at 2 p.m. at the 
Medical Centre, which means that any news and information arising from that meeting will be far 
too late for inclusion in this Spring issue. 
 
However, in the meantime the minutes of the last PPG Committee Meeting and the AGM which 
were held in November 2024 are available on the Medical Centre web pages, and will be posted on 
the PPG noticeboard in the surgery waiting room. 
 
Items that came up at the November meeting included: 
New telephone system: some people reported having trouble using the new menu system when 
calling in on a mobile phone. The Centre undertook to look into this, and from recent practical 
experience the problem seems to have been resolved. 
 
NHS App: unfortunately, any problems with the NHS App are beyond the control of the Medical 
Centre. 
 
Walks for Health: a trial of these social walks had been organised by Sue Calver during the 
summer of 2024, and had proved to be worth pursuing. 
It is now hoped to start the walks again during the months of May, June and July 2025, and further 
information and details of dates and times will be posted on the Centre’s web pages and on the 
PPG noticeboard in the Surgery waiting room. 
 
Changes: There has been a change of Officers of the PPG since Judith Leigh moved away from the 
village last year, and the new team is  
Chair: Margaret Blackburn; Secretary: Robert Barratt; Treasurer: Sue Calver. 
 
Contacting the PPG: we would love to hear from you either via the PPG email, 
watlingtonppg@gmail.com, or you can leave a note in the comment box in the Surgery waiting 
room, which you will find by the reception desk window. All messages are treated confidentially. 
The list of comments and queries received, and any follow-up, is posted on the PPG noticed, and it 
is our hope to update this list monthly in the future. 
 
If you have comments or queries you would particularly like us to bring to the meeting on 11th 
March, please get in touch, and if you are interested in joining the Committee, new input is always 
welcome. 

Margaret, Rob and Sue 

mailto:watlingtonppg@gmail.com
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At: 
Memorial Hall 
22 School Lane 
Wiggenhall St Germans 
Kings Lynn 
PE34 3DZ 
The 3rd Monday of every month at 7:30pm. 

Well, here we are again, where DOES the time go I wonder?  Already we are in February 2025! 
The Ladies Group had a really successful 2024, culminating in the AGM in December which includes our 
Christmas party.  We were able to keep our subs to £25.00 again for 2025 which is really pleasing. 
I can’t describe how much fun the party  was.  Two of our members are in the U3A Ukulele Band and we asked 
if they would provide the entertainment for the party.  Wow! What an amazing group they are (photos 
attached), dressing up in Christmas gear and fully entering into the spirit of the event.  Their (and ours, of 
course) rendering of the 12 Days of Christmas was the funniest thing to happen in 2024 with everyone joining 
in and roaring out the refrain, we didn’t quite bring the house down but it was pretty close.  So, all-in-all a 
good night with fun entertainment, glorious buffet food and lots of interesting things to drink.  We did stay a 
little longer in the Hall than normal but nobody seemed to notice as we were thoroughly enjoying ourselves.  
There has been a little confusion as to what the times of our meetings are. The meeting starts officially at 
7:30pm and closes at 9:30 pm BUT the doors are always open at 7:00pm for those who like to be early and sit 
down for a catch up before we begin.  Hopefully that is now clear for everyone. 
January saw us hosting the Norfolk Blood Bikes and even though I had to leave the meeting early due to being 
unwell, I am told that Sandy Gourlay, who is the Chair of Norfolk Blood Bikes, was an amazing speaker.  The 
“bikers” are all unpaid volunteers, selflessly giving up their time to help the local community. 
As well as delivering blood when and where it is needed they deliver breast milk, lab samples and medical 
items.  In some cases they get a call from the hospital at the “last minute” and are waiting on the kerb as the 
nurses bring out the samples getting them to the recipient in the least possible time and at the freshest it can 
be.  This has saved many, many lives. 
The Ladies were most impressed with what the “Bikers” do and not only did our Group donate to them many 
of the Ladies did too.  Many thanks Sandy for what the Norfolk Blood Bikes do for us all.  
This month sees us hosting Bridget Hunter of the Fenland History Society speaking about “My Naughty Great 
Aunt Eliza”, sounds intriguing - - can’t wait to hear all the “gossip”! 
In March we have a most important talk about the defibrillator and how to deal with anaphylactic shock, 
something we are all aware of but how many of us know how to deal with the problems when a crisis arises?  
Hopefully we will be more informed after this talk. 
April sees one of my favourite topics coming to the meeting, Kathy McIntyre talking about bees and how we 
can foster a good environment for these invaluable pollinators.  She may be able to bring an enclosed hive so 
that we can see how the bees work there.  There will be honey and honey-related products to purchase as 
well – a win-win talk I think. 
Katherine 
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 AT THE SIDE OF THE MEMORIAL HALL 
 
MONDAY            9.00- 14.00 
TUESDAY           9.00 –14.00  
WEDNESDAY     9.00 -14.00 
THURSDAY         9.00 -14.00 
FRIDAY       9.00 - 13.00 
SATURDAY        Closed 
SUNDAY             Closed 

Upcoming Dates: 4 March • 1 Apr • 29 Apr • 27 May • 24 Jun •    

22 Jul • 19 Aug • 16 Sep • 14 Oct • 11 Nov 2025 
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Memorial Hall Notices 
 

Regular bookings: 
Mondays   Chair Yoga      10am - 11am 
                      Ladies Group     7pm - 9pm monthly        
                      Parish Council meeting  7pm - 9pm 2-monthly (odd numbered months) 
 
Tuesdays  Warm Space/Coffee Morning  9.15 - 12pm 
                       Slimming World    5pm - 9pm         
 
Wednesday  Carpet Bowls     7pm - 9pm  September to March 
                         Sunshine Club    2pm - 4pm monthly 
 
Thursdays  Heartbeeps—Baby & Toddlers 10am– 1pm 
   Yoga      7pm 
 
Friday  Chair Yoga     10.30 - 11.30am 
                Bingo     7pm - 9pm 
 
Weekends are available for bookings. 

WIGGENHALL ST GERMANS MEMORIAL 
HALL 

 

Ideal facility for all functions 
Can be hired from £10 per hour up to 4 hours 

or £110 all day 
 

CONTACT: Robyn Press on 01553 617208 or robynhpress@gmail.com  
for Bookings/further information 

 

CAR PARKING AVAILABLE 
When parking at the Memorial Hall please avoid obstructing School Lane. 

The Sunshine Club 
 

Meet at :  The Memorial Hall,     On:    The last Wednesday of every month. 
                22, School Lane,                                                   2pm to 4pm April to October 
                Wiggenhall St Germans            1.30pm to 3.30pm November to March 
                King's Lynn, 
                PE34 3DZ 
 

The Sunshine Club is a small, friendly social group that meets on the last Wednesday of every month to enjoy 
a wide variety of activities. These can include games such as dominoes, bingo, beetle drives etc; 
crafts of many kinds as well as a range of interesting speakers. We also try to include an afternoon tea, a 
strawberry tea and a trip to Hunstanton for a fish and chip lunch. In 2023/24 we even tried our hand at carpet 
bowls thanks to our local bowls club. 
We welcome both ladies and gentlemen to come and meet us as guests to see if you might like to join us once 
a month. We would love to see you. 
I should add that there is always time for a raffle and a chat over a cup of tea or coffee.  
 
If you have any questions please contact me, Jackie Mattson on 01553 617707 (mob. 07804241777) 
email.   jmattson1946@gmail.com  

mailto:robynhpress@gmail.com
mailto:jmattson1946@gmail.com
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Wiggenhall Bowls Club  
 

For any information about the Bowls Club please contact the 
Club Secretary: 
Margaret Blackburn,  01553 617418, Lords Bridge Toll House, 

Lords Bridge, Wiggenhall St. Mary the Virgin, King’s Lynn 

PE34 3BW 

The Bowls Club held its regular annual Christmas Bingo and raffle in December 2024. Many thanks to all the 
local businesses who donated prizes for the raffle. It’s difficult to single out special prizes for recognition but 
we were delighted to receive a splendid Christmas food hamper from Caley Farms, a large miniature tractor 
and trailer from Ben Burgess, and 2 ‘hampers’ of mixed cans of drink from Sainsburys. Other donated prizes 
that went to appreciative homes were from Palm Paper, Roy Thorne & Son, Sargeants the Butchers, Smiths 
the Bakers, St Marys B&B, and Tesco. We would like to thank all these local businesses for their support, and 
let them know how much we appreciate their generosity. 
 
The Bingo evening was well attended, and people seemed to enjoy the event. Although perhaps not as many 
people came as in some years, the event was very successful, and made just over £500 for the Club. 
 
Over the winter the Club has applied for a grant to purchase extra storage for the equipment held at the green. 
We are also starting on a campaign to dispose of equipment that is no longer in regular use, and hope that the 
two initiatives will give us rather more space around the clubhouse. 
 
In the coming year the Club will be facing some changes, as the Chair, Secretary and Treasurer have all 
decided to have a rest, and we are looking for replacements for these 3 key roles. 
 
At the time of writing the Club has not yet held its pre-season meeting for the outdoor bowls, when plans for 
the coming season are finalised. The usual date for opening the green is around the Easter weekend, but the 
confirmed date will be advertised around the village and in the local press, nearer the time. Please get in 
touch with the Secretary if you would like more information (see her contact details in this article).  
 
During the summer we shall be holding at least one Open Day, when anyone interested is welcome to come 
along, 
meet Club members and have a go at bowling. We have a variety of sizes of bowls for you to try, and only ask 
that you wear flat shoes to protect the grass on the bowling green. 
 
We are hoping to continue our fairly regular Saturday afternoon sessions over the summer, when club 
members can get some practice in, and anyone interested can come along and meet our members and have 
a bowl in an extremely relaxed setting. Tea or coffee and biscuits are offered, with cold drinks if the weather 
turns hot. The Saturday afternoon sessions are likely to start some time after 19th April, but exact timing 
depends on the date for Opening the Green. If you would like to come to a Saturday afternoon get -together, 
please check with the Secretary in advance, as plans are subject to change if those dratted “unexpected 
circumstances” arise. 
 
As the winter season draws to an end, we are still holding our weekly Club carpet bowls session on 
Wednesday evenings in Wiggenhall St Germans Memorial Hall, which we plan to carry on into the beginning of 
April. There is still time to drop in and try bowling indoors with smaller bowls and shorter distances than we 
use outdoors.  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Ftuxedolbc.files.wordpress.com%2F2017%2F04%2F6x.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ftuxedolbc.wordpress.com%2F6x%2F&docid=DtZqu4yXwNcpLM&tbnid=ENPyBFpvzRN0qM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjDko-h35ndAhVUW8AKHVi8ApUQMwhvKC8wLw..i&w=
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Wiggenhall St. Germans Church News 
  
When you come to the church, or walk through the churchyard, you will see that the notice board has been 
changed. Much of the wood on the old notice board needed replacing and we were given a notice board in 
much better condition that has been ‘re-purposed ‘ as they say now, for the church. We are very grateful for 
the new notice board and for all the hard work that has been carried out on it. 
 
The church is open daily from 9.30 a.m. to dusk for anyone who would like to come in for prayer, or just a time 
of quiet, and visitors who want to look at this historic Grade 1 Listed Building. There is a brief guide about the 
church on the table as you enter the door.  
 
Every morning, except Sunday, there is a short Morning Prayer, when the sick and recently departed are 
prayed for by name. The usual pattern of our Sunday Services is a more informal Family Service at 10 a.m. on 
the 1st Sunday of the month and a Morning Praise Service on 3rd Sunday with a Holy Communion Service on 
the 2nd and 4th Sunday, all of which begin at 9.30 a.m. All Sunday Services include activities for children and 
refreshments are served after every service. 
 
On Ash Wednesday (5th March) Morning Prayer will also include ‘Ashing’ for anyone who wishes it.  
There will be a Mothering Sunday service at 9.30 a.m. on 30th March when posies will be available for the 
children (of any age) to give to their mothers. Palm Sunday (13th April) will be marked by a procession from the 
Memorial Hall to the church for the 9.30 am service and the giving of Palm Crosses. Our Easter services begin 
with a service on Good Friday from 12 noon to 3 pm. Everyone is welcome to come and leave at any point 
during this service. We will be celebrating the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday with a service of Holy 
Communion at 9.30 a.m. Details of all the services will be on the church notice boards in the village and in the 
church. 
 
We are looking forward to events planned in the next few months of a Pancake Party on 4th March from 10 am 
to 12 noon at the home of Ken and Judith Baker at Wiggenhall St. Mary the Virgin. We are looking forward to, 
once again, enjoying Ken’s delicious pancakes. There will be a Kids Easter Fest, to be held in the Memorial 
Hall around the time of the school Easter holidays, more details nearer the time. Plans are underway to mark 
the 80th Anniversary of VE Day on 8th May, with further details to follow. We shall be holding our annual flower 
festival in the church on 7th & 8th June, but there will not be an ‘Open Gardens’ this year. Throughout the year 
there is a flower arranging group meet in the church on the second Monday of each month at 2.30 pm. if you 
would like to try your hand at flower arranging. For further details please come along to the group or call 
Marion Coleman on KL 617494. Every Friday, except Good Friday and Christmas, there is a Coffee Morning in 
the church from 9.45 a.m. to 11 a.m. Everyone is very welcome to come along for a drink and a chat. There is 
also a monthly ‘Walk & Talk’, a leisurely walk around the village, followed by coffee. Full details of all events 
and services are in the church monthly newsletter, available at the back of the church or by e-mail on request. 
We are very keen to welcome all newcomers to the village, please do get in touch with Angie (KL 617518), 
Carolyn (KL 617986) or Mark (KL 617689). 
 
A notice of the proposed de-consecration for regular worship of Wiggenhall St.Peter Church  ‘giving the 
objects of proposed pastoral reorganisation affecting this parish, has been displayed in the notice board in 
Wiggenhall St. Germans churchyard and Wiggenhall St. Peter churchyard, and on the Church of England 
website. The Notice includes the last date, Monday 17th February, by which representations regarding the 
proposed reorganisation may be made to the Church Commissioners.” A copy of the Draft Scheme is 
available for viewing on the table at the back of the church. 
 
We are very keen to welcome all newcomers to the village;  please do get in touch with Angie (617518), 
Carolyn (617 986) or Mark (617689) 
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Community oil buying 
 
Thinking Fuel is a community oil buying scheme offered by Community Action Norfolk which is a charity 
working across Norfolk. 
 
Following an advertising campaign last year they now have nearly 550 members in West Norfolk.  The 
more members they have, the more members can save when buying oil and we understand that people 
signed up for Thinking Fuel are currently saving around 20p per litre on oil purchases compared to 
some other commercial providers.  It’s free to join and there is no obligation to buy.  As the borough 
council we don’t recommend one supplier over another but we are sharing this information to give bor-
ough residents the opportunity to think about the options available to them. 
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