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WIGGENHALL ST GERMANS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD ON MONDAY 22nd JUNE 2026 at 7.30PM,  
CONVENED IN THE MEMORIAL VILLAGE HALL. 

 
Present: 
Parish Councillors: David Rust (Chair), Scilla Ash, David Harrison, Julie Massen, Paul Bridges, 
Ben Taylor-Wright and Robert Ward. 
Parish Clerk: Neil Watson.  
Borough & County Councillors: None Present. 
Apologies: Cllr David Johnson (Vice Chair), Cllr Tony Park, Cllr Olivia Morris, NCC 
Public: 6 

 
Introduction: Cllr Rust welcomed everyone and opened the meeting. 

 
 

64/26 The Chairman welcomed Councillors and visitors to the meeting, and thanked Mike Inder 
for his hard work as Clerk to the Council. He then introduced Neil Watson as the new 
Clerk. Apologies shown above were accepted. 

 
65/26 Cllr Harrison declared a family connection to a contractor quoting for Council work. 
 
66/26 No reports, Cllr Morris sent apologies that her train service to Norfolk had been delayed. 

 
67/26 Public forum: A Parishioner offered congratulations on the work done so far to revitalise 

the bus stop. 
 

68/26 The Chair asked if everyone had read the minutes from the meeting held on 11th May 
2026 and asked for any comments. In the absence of comments, the Minutes were 
otherwise proposed as a true reflection of the meeting by Cllr Bridge, seconded by Cllr 
Harrison and approved. 
 

69/26 Finance: 
a. Payments were proposed by Cllr Ash, seconded by Cllr Taylor-Wright as in order and 

approved/ratified. 
b. The accounts as reconciled by the RFO were checked by Cllr Rust and agreed by 

acclaim. 
c. The Clerk introduced Unity Trust Bank to Councillors and explained the benefits of 

transferring the Council’s banking from Barclays. 
Proposed Cllr Massen, seconded by Cllr Ash, to proceed with the transfer. On a show of 
hands six votes in favour, one abstention.  
 

70/26 Planning 
a. [No applications to consider] 
b. [No applications to consider] 
c. 26/00027/TPO – TPO consent was granted on 15th June 2026 
d. The PIIP is still to be completed, and consideration is deferred to the next meeting. 

 
71/26 Clerk & Councillors new reports and updates. 

a. The base for the bin is ready; delivery is expected early in July when installation can be 
arranged. 

b. Cllr Harrison attended the Club last week, met with members and experienced a boat trip 
up the river. There are no noticeable warning or speed limit signs on the river. Two 
representatives from the Environment Agency advised that the issue has been escalated 
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to senior management. There is another meeting on Friday 26th June with Terry Jermy 
MP and Cllr Brian Long. It was agreed by acclaim that the Parish Council would support 
any application for external grant funding by Fenland Water Ski Club. 

c. A meeting with the Environment Agency decided that additional signage would be added 
to the bridge, gates are not permitted for reasons of access and safety. 
 

72/26 Traffic, Highways and PRoW matters: 
a. Councillor Bridges distributed a comprehensive report on SAM2 activity, which concludes 

that the statistics ‘are of concern and indicate a persistent and widespread speeding 
problem’. The report is available on request from the Parish Clerk. Action points: 

i. Contact the Police to request enforcement visits. 
ii. Contact Westcotec for advise on placement and use of the SAM2. 
iii. Investigate any correlation with the operating times of the school wig-wag signs. 
iv. Consider any impact of the frequent A47 closures. 

b. Phase 1 of the gateways project is complete. Various discussions with Highways mean 
that a permit can now be requested for our chosen contractor to install additional gates. 
Proposed Cllr Ash, seconded by Cllr Taylor-Wright, to proceed with the purchase of the 
gates. This will enable a start date to be set for the permit to allow the application to be 
made. 

c. The Clerk has discussed the roundels with Highways department, who will try and 
arrange for them to be applied when white lining is carried out to the newly resurfaced 
lengths of road in the parish. 
 

73/26 Surrey Street Bus Shelter: 
Works are complete except for the rear wall of the shelter which has been earmarked for 
a mural to be painted by students from St Germans Academy. 
 

74/26 Leonard Towler Playing Field/Pavilion. 
a. Two quotations have been received for the work to the showers; Councillors were agreed 

that neither appeared to address the underlying damp issues. It was agreed to defer this 
matter to the next meeting to allow Cllrs Harrison & Park to put together a proposal. The 
possibility of grant aid from a sports charity will be investigated. 

b. Blocked Sewer – Further quotations and advice to be sought. 
 

75/26 Play Park 
a. No real mole issues 
b. Cllrs have attended to minor issues of loose and missing fittings. 
c. Cllr Rust will pursue quotes for replacement. 
d. There have been more incidences of children accessing the Hall roof, the Police are 

involved as such behaviour is deemed to be ‘a danger to life’. The grass matting 
continues to be damaged, and play equipment scratched and damaged. The Police 
suggest upgraded CCTV as a deterrent. The Clerk reminded Cllrs of the Council’s lone 
working policy which covers playground patrols.  
Additional action points: 

i. Cllrs asked for notice of when the grass is to be cut, to allow litter picking to 
be carried out just before. This may alleviate the issue of cans etc being 
‘mowed’. 

ii. The bins regularly overflow – what is the emptying schedule? It was noted 
that the Hall are responsible for emptying the smaller bins. 

iii. It is understood that the school have relocated their sports day as the 
condition of the field isn’t good enough for it to be used. This will be referred 
to the Hall committee. 

iv. The brambles around the filed have been trimmed. 
 

76/26 Correspondence: 
None at this time. 
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77/26 Items for the agenda for the next meeting – Monday 27th July 2026.  

Streetlights at Surrey Street bus shelter and the Lynn/Fitton/School Road junction have 
not yet been repaired. 
Streetlights illuminated 24/7. 
PIIP document 
 

78/26 The revised meeting dates were noted. 
 

79/26 Meeting Closed at 8.45pm. 
 
 
 
Signature: …………………………………………. 

 
Chair ……………………………………………. 
 
Date …………………………………………………… 
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